PATENT 
450100-03370 



What Is Claimed Is: 

1. A terminal apparatus setting method, comprising the steps of: 

connecting a terminal apparatus to a setting server which is provided for registering 
with one or more Internet service providers associated with said setting server; 

receiving, by said terminal apparatus, information regarding said one or more 
Internet service providers associated with said setting server from said setting server; 

selecting a desired one of said one or more Internet service providers associated 
with said setting server and sending selection information indicative of said selected Internet 
service provider to said setting server; 

receiving an input request regarding registration items required by said selected 
Internet service provider from said setting server; 

inputting registration information in response to said required registration items in 
said input request and sending said registration information to said setting server; and 

receiving setting information from said setting server for setting up said terminal 
apparatus necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider. 

2. The terminal apparatus setting method according to claim 1, wherein said setting 
server and said one or more Internet service providers communicate with each other, and said 
terminal apparatus receives said setting information for setting up said terminal apparatus 
necessary to utilized said selected Internet service provider from said selected Internet service 
provider through said setting server. 

3. The terminal apparatus setting method according to claim 1, wherein, after said 
terminal apparatus receives said setting information, said terminal apparatus automatically 
sets one or more items necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider based on 
said setting information. 

4. The terminal apparatus setting method according to claim 3, wherein, when said 
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terminal apparatus is connected to said setting server, information regarding said terminal 
apparatus is sent from said terminal apparatus to said setting server, and processing for 
automatically setting said one or more items necessary to utilize said selected Internet service 
provider based on said setting information is performed from said setting server using the 
information regarding said terminal apparatus. 

5. The terminal apparatus setting method according to claim 1, wherein, each time 
said terminal apparatus is set, a service charge is paid from said Internet service provider to 
said setting server. 

6. The terminal apparatus setting method according to claim 1, wherein a common 
format is used for the setting information for a plurality of terminal apparatus. 

7. The terminal apparatus setting method according to claim 1, wherein, each time 
said terminal apparatus is set, said setting server registers registration information of each 
user as customer information into a database. 

8. A terminal apparatus, comprising: 

means for connecting a terminal apparatus to a setting server which is provided for 
registering with one or more Internet service providers associated with said setting server; 

a receiver for receiving information regarding said one or more Internet service 
providers associated with said setting server from said setting server; 

means for selecting a desired one of said one or more Internet service providers 
associated with said setting server and sending selection information indicative of said 
selected Internet service provider to said setting server; 

said receiver further receiving an input request regarding registration items required 
by said selected Internet service provider from said setting server; 

means for inputting registration information in response to said required registration 
items in said input request and sending said registration information to said setting server; 
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and 

said receiver further receiving setting information from said setting server for setting 
up said terminal apparatus necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider. 

9. The terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said setting server and said 
plurality of Internet service providers communicate with each other, and said terminal 
apparatus receives the setting information for setting up said terminal apparatus necessary to 
utilized said selected Internet service provider from said selected Internet service provider 
through said setting server. 

10. The terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein, after said terminal 
apparatus receives the setting information said terminal apparatus automatically sets one or 
more items necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider based on said setting 
information. 

1 1 . The terminal apparatus according to claim 10, wherein, when said terminal is 
connected to said setting server, information regarding said terminal apparatus is sent from 
said terminal apparatus to said setting server, and processing for automatically setting said 
one or more items necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider based on said 
setting information is performed from said setting server using the information regarding said 
terminal apparatus. 

12. The terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein, each time said terminal 
apparatus is set, a service charge is paid from said Internet service provider to said setting 
server. 

13. The terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein a common format is used 
for the setting information to a plurality of terminal apparatus. 

14. The terminal apparatus according to claim 8, wherein, each time said terminal 
apparatus is set, said setting server registers registration information of each user as customer 
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information into a database. 

15. A terminal setting program, said program comprising: 

an instruction for connecting a terminal apparatus to a setting server which is 
provided for registering with one or more Internet service providers associated with said 
setting server; 

an instruction for receiving, by said terminal apparatus, information regarding said 
one or more Internet service providers associated with said setting server from said setting 
server; 

an instruction for selecting a desired one of said one or more Internet service 
providers associated with said setting server and sending selection information indicative of 
said selected Internet service provider to said setting server; 

an instruction for receiving an input request regarding registration items required by 
said selected Internet service provider from said setting server; 

an instruction for inputting registration information in response to said required 
registration items in said input request and sending said registration information to said 
setting server; and 

an instruction for receiving setting information from said setting server for setting up 
said terminal apparatus necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider. 

16. A recording medium associated with a terminal apparatus, said recording 
medium including data for assisting in the set up of said terminal apparatus, said data 
comprising instructions for performing the steps of: 

connecting a terminal apparatus to a setting server which is provided for registering 
with one or more Internet service providers associated with said setting server; 

receiving, by said terminal apparatus, information regarding said one or more 
Internet service providers associated with said setting server from said setting server; 
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selecting a desired one of said one or more Internet service providers associated 
with said setting server and sending selection information indicative of said selected Internet 
service provider to said setting server; 

receiving an input request regarding registration items required by said selected 
Internet service provider from said setting server; 

inputting registration information in response to said required registration items in 
said input request and sending said registration information to said setting server; and 

receiving setting information from said setting server for setting up said terminal 
apparatus necessary to utilize said selected Internet service provider. 
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